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On behalf of the entire Phoenix Mercury organization, welcome to the 2010 Womenõs National Basketball Association 
postseason.  There is sure to be many exciting moments at US Airways Center this summer as the Mercury looks become just 
the third team in league history to repeat as WNBA champions.  The Mercury Basketball Communications Department is here 
to serve and will accommodate your needs as quickly and thoroughly as possible. In an effort to continue to provide a profes-
sional working environment, please note the following guidelines.  

2010 WNBA POSTSEASON 

CREDENTIALS  
All media working at USAC are required to be cre-

dentialed.  Season credentials made available to writers and 
broadcasters regularly assigned to the club will continue to be 
valid through the first two rounds of the postseason.  All sin-
gle-game credential requests must be made to the Mercury 
communications department before noon the day before a 

weeknight game and by 4:00 p.m. on Friday for a Saturday or 
Sunday game.  All single -game passes are distributed the day 
of the game and available for pick up at media will call located 
at guest relations in the Casino Arizona Pavilion. Credentials 
for the WNBA finals must be obtained through the league of-
fice. 

 
PRESS ENTRANCE 
 The designated press entrance at USAC is located at 
Guest Relations in the Casino Arizona Pavilion. All members 
of the media must use this entrance, accessible from the street 
level of the attached parking garage through the double doors 
on the south side of the building.  
 
PRESS PARKING  
 The Mercury provides a limited number of press 
parking spaces in the USAC garage, located on the east side of 
the arena on 1st Street. Members of the media with season 
credentials will be allowed entrance to the garage by showing 
their passes. All single-game parkers must be on the parking 
list and receive approval from the Mercury communications 
department to park in the garage. 
 
PRESS SEATING 

Media seating on press row at USAC is restricted to 
accredited working media representatives. All seating re-
quests, including photographers, are filled on a first come,  
first served basis and must be submitted to the Mercury com-
munications department.   

Press seating is located courtside between the team 
benches and in sections 102 and 103 (approximately 20 rows 
off the floor). All live broadcasters will be seated courtside.  

 TELEVISION CAMERA LOCATIONS  
 Television camera locations are available in approxi-
mately 16 different areas in the building. For more informa-
tion, contact Dan Siekmann at (602) 379-7673. 
 
PRACTICES 
 All Mercury practices are open to the media for the 
final 30 minutes. It is advisable to check with the Mercury 
communications department for all practice times and loca-
tions.  Please be aware that all times are approximate and 
practices do run long or end early on any given day.   

Media are not allowed on the court during practice, 
nor are the media allowed to talk with players or coaches dur-
ing practice. 
 
GAMES  
 Mercury players and coaches are available for pre-
game interviews, per WNBA guidelines, from 4:30 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. for a 6:00 p.m. game and from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for 
7:00 p.m. games. 

The Mercury locker room will be closed for a maxi-
mum of 10 minutes following a game. Assistance will be pro-
vided in arranging interviews for visiting players and coaches.  
  
WORKING AREAS  
 Phones and working space for the media will be pro-
vided in the Al McCoy Media Center prior to, during and fol-
lowing all Mercury games.  Workspace is available during 
games on press row. 
 
WIRELESS INTERNET  
 Wireless internet access is provided throughout 
USAC.  For the wireless login information, please see a mem-
ber of the Basketball Communications staff in the Al McCoy 
Media Center on game day. 

Thank you for your continued coverage of the Phoenix Mercury.  We look forward to an exciting 2010 postseason. 
Please donõt hesitate to contact me if you need anything. 

 
MEDIA CONTACT  

Bret Burchard  
Basketball Communications Manager 

Office: 602.514.8305 
Email: bburchard@phoenixmercury.com 
Fax: 602.379.7540 
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2010 WNBA POSTSEASON 

Media Regularly Assigned to the Mercury  

2010 PHOENIX MERCURY POSTSEASON MEDIA GUIDE 

NEWSPAPERS 
 
The Arizona Republic  
200 E. Van Buren 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Ph: (602) 444-8641 
Fax: (602) 444-8686 
Odeen Domingo (beat) 
Mark Faller (sports editor)  
Tom Blodgett (asst. sports editor) 

WIRE SERVICES 
 
Associated Press 
1850 N. Central Ave., #640 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Ph: (602) 258-8934 
Fax: (602) 254-9573 
Al Bravo (writer)  

TEAM BROADCASTERS  
 
Kevin Ray (Play-by-Play) 
 
Fox Sports Arizona/Suns Productions  
201 E. Jefferson St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Ph: (602) 279-7900 
Kevin Ray (play -by-play)  
Kayte Christensen (color analyst) 
Dan Siekmann (director of broadcasting) 
Bob Adloch (director)  
David Hughes (producer)  



4 

US AIRWAYS CENTER  
201 E. JEFFERSON ST. 
PHOENIX, AZ 85004 
Tel: (602) 514-8333 
Fax: (602) 379-7540  
www.phoenixmercury.com  
 
SENIOR MANAGEMENT  
Managing Partner    Robert Sarver 
Vice Chairman    Sam Garvin, Jahm Najafi 
President and CEO Phoenix Suns  Rick Welts 
Executive VP, Finance/Administration   Jim Pitman 
President     Ann Meyers Drysdale  
Chief Operating Officer    Amber Cox 
 
BASKETBALL OPERATIONS STAFF  
General Manager                   Ann Meyers Drysdale  
Head Coach    Corey Gaines 
Assistant Coach               Julie Hairgrove 
Director of Basketball Operations  Bridget Pettis 
Head Athletic Trainer    Tamara Poole 
Equipment Manager     Denise Romero 
Strength and Conditioning Coach   Ben Hadley 
Video Coordinator     Elvis Valcarcel 
Team Physicians    Dr. Evan Lederman 
               Dr. Craig Phelps 
     Dr. Gustavo Armendariz  
Team Dentist    Dr. Brian Harris  
 
BASKETBALL COMMUNICATIONS  
Basketball Communications Manager  Bret Burchard 
Basketball Communications Assistant  Chris Baker 
 
PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS  
PR/CR Manager     Lesley Factor 
 
MARKETING AND GAME OPERATIONS  
Vice President, Game Entertainment  Kip Helt  
Game Entertainment Manager   Shaun Stanhibel 
Game Entertainment Coordinator   Shayna Kuper 
Marketing/PR Interns    Bridgette Larkin  
     Gabby Fage  
Mascot Coordinator     Koko Hunter  
Music Director     Shawn Crespin 
Hip Hop Squad Coach               Luis òWeezyó Egurrola  
Mercury TV  Director     Hap Hopper  
Mercury TV  Producer    Kevin Bonham 
Mercury TV Producer    Nick Williams  
Mercury Editor     Martin Flores  
 
MARKETING PARTNERSHIPS  
Sr. Vice President, Marketing Partnerships              Lynn Agnello  
Vice President, Marketing Partnerships                    Matt Wright  
Local Sales Manager, Marketing Partnerships        Carlissa Henry 
National Sales Manager Marketing Partnerships   Dan Costello 
Account Executives:                                                    Todd Merrill  
                                                                                        Michael Shockley 
Digital Sales Executive                                                Mandy Medsker                  
Vice President, Partnership Activation                     Scott Coleman 
Director, Activation                                                      Devney Preuss 
Senior Activation Specialist                                        Livia Van Arsdel  
                                                                                         Elise Cranston 
Partnership Activation                                                  Eric Barkyoumb 
                                                                                         Megan Gallegos 
Promotions Manager                                                    Megan Montgomery  
Traffic Manager                                                             Benicia Martin -Sorge 
Marketing Accounting Manager                                 Sandra Vega   

CREATIVE SERVICES  
Sr. Design Manager    Angela Woods 
Graphic Designers    Cheyenne Lopez 

 Erin Wolfe  
 
SALES AND TICKETING  
Vice-President, Ticket Operations                                 Brett Wojtulewicz  
Ticket Manager                                                                 Adam Somers 
Vice President, Sales                                                        Jeff Ianello 
Senior Director, Suite Experience                                  Geoff Budoff  
Senior Director, Group Sales                                          Eric Kussin 
Director, New Business Development                         Nick Forro  
Account Manager, Premium and Suite Sales            Jose Delgado 
Director, Organizational Sales                                     Bob Hamer 
TicketPASS and Group Sales Activator                      Adam Glovitz  
Sr. Mercury Season Sales Account  
Executive/Marketing Coordinator                                Lisa Kowalewski  
Mercury Season Sales  
Account Executives:                                                        Carrie Kmetzo 
     Logan Mayer 
Mercury Group Sales Account Executives:    Krissy Keen, Ernie Vega, 
     Phillip Douglas  
 
Season Sales Account Executives:                                Vince Brunoforte, Ian 
     Davie, Krysten  
     Howey,  Matt Lawson,  
     Kevin Stevenson  
Sr. Group Sales Account Executives:                           David Segal, Nick Myers  
Group Sales Account Executives: Allison Ahlgrim  
 Kyle Pottinger  
 Lawrence Levine 
Sales Consultants:                                                             Khalif Fortune, Brad  
     Morin, Josh Whaley,  
     Hairat Agbaje, Travis 
     Campbell, Becky  
     McGlensey, Kevin Scott, 
     Jessie Weitzner, Eva  
     Kohn, Linda Permenter, 
     Josh Wein  
X-FACTOR EXPERIENCE 
Director, X-Factor Experience    Kyle Hudson  
Sr. X-Factor Experience Specialist  Danielle Dressor  
     Sean Bafan  
X-Factor Experience Specialist    Mick Hoover  
     Brian Kerr  
     Justin Mora 

 Shelli Tharrett  
 

PHOENIXMERCURY.COM  
Vice President, Digital    Jeramie McPeek 
Sr. Manager, Digital and Multimedia   Steven J. Koek 
Sr. Manager, Digital and Publishing   Josh Greene 
Coordinator, Digital Analytics    Dan Hilton  
Coordinator, Digital Design    Daniel Banks 
Coordinator, Digital Content    Stefan Swiat 
     Brad Faye 
Photo Archivist     John Olson 
Assistant Photo Archivist    Neal Walk  
 
SUITE SERVICES 
Senior Event Manager                                              Trent Dutry  
Suite Account Coordinator                                       Michael Pettit  
Suite Account Coordinator             Melissa Fender 
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MERCURY BROADCASTING  
Director of Broadcasting   Dan Siekmann 
Television Director/Producer    Bob Adlhoch 
Mercury Play -by-Play   Kevin Ray 
Color Analyst     Kayte Christensen 
Videographer     David Grapentine  
     Kurt Gasparo 
Producers     David Hughes  
     Josh Hall 
Feature Producer    Jess Antonio 
Sports Editor     Tommy Arguelles  
Associate Producer    Tommy Johnson  
Chief Engineer    Roger Dunn 
 
US AIRWAYS CENTER  
General Manager                                                               Ralph Marchetta 
Vice President, Facility Management                         Alvan Adams  
Executive Assistant                                                       Gerri Sandy 
Director of Marketing                                                    Niki Adams  
Director of Telecommunications                                  Vicki Berryman  
Director of Security                                                       Jon Bloom 
Security Coordinator     Taryn Aguilera  
Director of Event Operations                                        Jim Bochenek 
Assistant Director of Event Operations                     Jen Barnett 
Event Manager                                                                Jen Irish 
Director of Traffic Support Services                            òWoodieó Browder 
Director of Engineering                                                  Ed Addison  
Engineering Admin. Assistant                                      Shelly Kellum  
Assistant Controller                                                        Nick Vaerewyck  
Marketing Manager                                                       OPEN 
Marketing Coordinator                                                 OPEN 
Mail/Print Center Manager                                           David Case 
Receptionists                                                                    Jan Forshee 
                                                                         Ceola Coaston 
Travel Coordinators                                              Kristi Haas 
                                                                                 Brianna Reed 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES  
Vice President, Human Resources  Peter Wong 
Director, Human Resources   Karen Rausch 
Benefits Manager    Joric McLean 
Employment Manager    Jonathan Tellez 
HR Coordinator     Mary Martinez  
Administrative Assistant    Patricia Tejeda 

INFORMATION SERVICES  
Vice President, Information Services  William Bolt  
SR Database Manager/Systems   Greg Gleason 
IT Events Coord/Network Manager   Michael McDonald  
Help Desk Manager/Admin. Support   Michelle Cassata 
SR Systems Manager/Database Support    Crystal Hinkel  
 
GAME NIGHT PERSONNEL  
Public Address Announcer    Kip Helt  
Team Photographer    Barry Gossage 
Game Night Press Operations   Kelli Sampson 
Press Room Staff    Jake Blair 
     Joey Harrington  
 
STATISTICAL CREW    
Official Scorer    Jerry Heck 
Official Timer     Fred Ciarico 
     Mike Lange 
30-Second Clock Operator   Dana Smith 
     Mike Orcutt  
Scoreboard Operator    Rick Showers 
     Doug King  
Director of Statistical IDS   Ron Amstutz  
Statistics Crew    Brian Hill  
     Jeff Hosterman 
     Bryan Neddoff  
     Floyd Agosta 
Broadcast Statistician    Eric Hodgson 
 
OTHER INFORMATION  
Home Court    US Airways Center (9,485) 
    201 E. Jefferson Street 
    Phoenix, AZ 85004 
    Opened 1992 
Phoenix Mercury Ticket Office    (602) 252-WNBA  
Team Colors Mercury Chartreuse, Mercury Red, 

Mercury Purple, Mercury Silver  
    Mercury Black  
Executive Office   (602) 379-2000  
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Managing Partner 

Robert Sarver, 47, who became the youngest person ever to found a national bank at the age of 23, 
grew up a Suns fan and attended games as a youth at Veterans Memorial Coliseum after receiving 
tickets as birthday gifts from Donald Diamond, one of the original owners along with Richard 
Bloch and Donald Pitt.  
 
The self-made entrepreneur embarked on another challenge as the new majority owner of the 
Phoenix Suns in 2004-05 and the Suns enjoyed unparalleled success as the club tied a franchise 
record with an NBA -best 62 wins and posted what was then the third-greatest turnaround in 
league history (33-game improvement). Since taking ownership of the Suns, Phoenix has a cumula-
tive regular season record of 332-160 (.675), trailing only the Dallas Mavericks (341-151, .693) and 
San Antonio Spurs (340-152, .691) over the same span (2004-10). He currently serves on the NBAõs 
Board of Governors and Advisory Finance Committee, as well as the Labor Relations Committee.  
He is also the majority owner of the Phoenix Mercury, one of the eight original WNBA franchises. 
The Mercury has won two WNBA Championships under Sarver (2007, 2009). The Mercury has set 
WNBA records for scoring average in four of the last five seasons (2006, 2007, 2009, 2010), and has 
led the league in scoring in a WNBA-record five consecutive seasons.   

 
He is currently Chairman and CEO of Western Alliance Bancorporation, a $5.7 billion bankholding company doing business 

in Arizona, California, Nevada and Colorado. He is also the co -founder of Southwest Value Partners (SVP), a real estate and invest-
ment company, since 1990. 

 
A 1979 graduate of Sabino High School in Tucson, Sarver spent the first 35 years of his life in Arizona and has returned after 

living in San Diego. Sarver has demonstrated a commitment to community and philanthropic contributions, and has helped raise over 
$3 million for Phoenix Suns Charities since taking ownership of the club in 2004.  Recently, Sarver and his wife Penny have been in-
strumental in helping to build the Childrenõs Museum of Phoenix. 

 
Sarver sits on the Board of Trustees of the Sarver Heart Center at the University of Arizona, which he helped build in mem-

ory of his late father, Jack, who was among the first in an experimental group to undergo heart bypass surgery. The center now 
houses over 40 physicians and researchers dedicated to fighting heart disease. He is also on the board of the Weil Foundation, which 
supports integrative medicine.  

 
Introduced to the banking industry at 16, he worked part time at the end of his school day as a mortgage loan agent and in-

ternal auditor at American Savings for his late father, a well -known banker and hotel owner. A 1982 graduate of the University o f 
Arizona, Sarver earned his bachelorõs degree in business administration, and became a certified public accountant in 1983. 

 
He currently serves as director of SkyWest Airlines and Phoenix -based Meritage Corporation.  
 
A lifelong sports fan, Sarverõs quest to purchase an NBA team began with a conversation with former University of Arizona 

basketball coach Lute Olson, a friend of Sarverõs since 1980.  Olson referred Sarver to Steve Kerr, a former player at Arizona, to assist 
him in buying an NBA franchise. Sarver eventually named Kerr the clubõs President of Basketball Operations and General Manager in 
June 2007. 

 
During his first date with his eventual wife, Penny Sanders, he invited her to watch the NCAA Basketball Tournament at his 

house. He and his wife, a Kansas City, Mo. native, have three boys: Max, Jake and Zach. 
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President and CEO, Phoenix Suns 

The 2009-10 season marks Rick Weltsõ eighth season with the Phoenix Suns and Phoenix 
Mercury organization and his first as the clubõs president and chief executive officer after being 
named to the post on April 30, 2009.  Welts, who served seven seasons as the teamõs president and 
chief operating officer after joining the franchise in July 2002, supervises all business operations of 
the Suns and oversees the clubõs interests in the management of US Airways Center and the Phoe-
nix Mercury.  

 
Welts previously served successful stints in professional basketball with the NBA league 

office and the Seattle SuperSonics.  His association with the NBA office spanned from 1982-99 until 
he departed as the leagueõs executive vice president, chief marketing officer and president of NBA 
Properties.  Welts helped guide the revitalization of the league and its image through strong mar-
keting initiated by the NBA and he is credited with  the creation of the NBA All -Star Weekend con-
cept in 1984, now a league highlight and a standard in both the National Hockey League and Ma-
jor League Baseball.   

 
He was also responsible for the 1992 Olympics òDream Teamó marketing program as the 

agent for USA Basketball.  In 1998, Brandweek magazine named Welts òMarketer of the Yearó for his role in creating and launching the 
WNBA.  It was an honor he shared with former WNBA President Val Ackerman. In 2006, he was named the winner of the Splaver/
McHugh òTribute to Excellenceó Award, given annually by the NBA Public Relations Directorsõ Association to a former member of 
the NBA public relations family who has demonstrated an outstanding level of performance and service during his or her career . 

 
During his tenure at the NBA office Welts supervised league departments including corporate sponsorship and media sales, 

consumer products, media relations, community relations, team services, special events, creative services, and retail including the 
NBA Store and the òNBA Cityó restaurant.  He was also responsible for the NBAõs international business activities, from placing pre-
season games in foreign countries to opening the leagueõs first international office in Australia to supervising six regional offices and 
75 international employees in Asia, Europe, Australia, Mexico and Canada.   

 
Recruited in 1982 by David Stern, then the NBAõs executive vice president for business and legal affairs, Welts joined the 

NBA as director of national promotions for NBA Properties (NBAP). He established the corporate sponsorship department for the  
league and in 1983 was named vice president of marketing, NBAP.  When Stern became NBA commissioner in February 1984, he pro-
moted Welts to vice president, marketing and communications.  Four years later he was promoted again to president of NBA Prop er-
ties, responsible for virtually all the leagueõs off-court revenue businesses and marketing activities.  He added the title of NBA execu-
tive vice president and chief marketing officer in 1996.  

 
Welts entered the world of the NBA in 1969 as a ball boy for the Seattle SuperSonics. He remained with the Sonics for 10 

years in several different capacities, including director of public relations during Seattleõs back-to-back trips to the NBA Fin als and the 
clubõs lone NBA Championship in 1979. 

 
Following his stint with the Sonics he moved in 1979 to Bob Walsh & Associates, one of the first sports marketing firms in th e 

United States.  As vice president, he was involved in creating the first sports subscription cable service (Sonics SuperChannel) as well 
as representing athletes in the NBA, MLB and NFL.   

 
Welts left the NBA in June 1999 to become president of Fox Sports Enterprises, a new entity that managed Fox interests in 

facilities and sports teams including the Los Angeles Dodgers, Dodger Stadium, STAPLES Center, the Los Angeles Kings, Madison 
Square Garden, the New York Knicks and New York Rangers.   

 
In June 2001 along with two partners, Casey Wasserman and Gary Stevenson, Welts became a partner in a sports consulting 

firm, ONSPORT.  Prior to that start -up venture he served as president for one year of òFirst In Line,ó a joint venture between USA 
Networkõs TicketMaster & SFX. 

 
A native of Seattle, Welts attended the University of Washington.  
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Chief Operating Officer  

Amber Cox, who has led the marketing efforts for the two -time WNBA Champion Phoenix 
Mercury (2009, 2007) since 2005, was promoted to Chief Operating Officer in June 2010.  
 
Cox is responsible for overseeing all business operations of the Mercury including ticket and 
sponsorship revenue, advertising, public relations and community relations.  
 
In addition to her role with the Mercury, Cox also led the marketing efforts for the Phoenix 
RoadRunners, the Valleyõs former minor league hockey team for three seasons, from 2006 ð 
2009.  
 
Prior to joining the organization, she served as assistant director of athletics, in charge of media 
relations and development at Columbia College in Columbia, Mo.  She administered and im-
plemented statewide marketing strategies for five sports in addition to building internal pro-
motions targeting students, faculty and staff. Her duties also included managing the office of 

sports information and game operations, as well as coordinating the duties of the athletic departmentsõ fundraising and 
community relations efforts.  
 
Additionally, Cox served as the Sports Information Director for the American Midwest Conference (AMC) as well as the 
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Region V. For both organizations, she compiled and distributed 
weekly statistical information to 18 member institutions. She also administered all -conference voting and player of the 
week selection for six sports. 
 
Cox also spent time at Visionworks Marketing and Communications as an account executive, supervising all phases of 
development plans for the firmõs clients and serving as the financial officer.  
 
Cox, a Missouri native, earned her Bachelorõs Degree in Communications/Journalism and Masterõs Degree in Business 
Administration from William Woods University in Fulton, Mo. She also currently serves on the Phoenix Womenõs Sports 
Association board of directors.  
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