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DETROIT SHOCK 60 
INDIANA FEVER 67 
INDIANAPOLIS, May 20 (Ticker) -- The Indiana Fever caught 
fire at the right time. Tamika Catchings had 16 points and 14 
rebounds as the Fever took over down the stretch en route to a 
season-opening 67-60 victory over the Detroit Shock. Anna 
DeForge added 14 points and Ebony Hoffman collected 13 and 
13 rebounds for the Fever, who used a 16-2 surge over the final 
3:14 of the contest. DeForge's 3-pointer with 2:01 remaining 
gave the Fever the lead for good at 59-58. Bringing back only 
four players from their team that lost to Connecticut in the 
Eastern Conference finals last season, the Fever were able to 
open the 2006 campaign on a positive despite shooting just 26 
percent (15-of-57). Katie Smith scored 19 points and Cheryl 
Ford and Deanna Nolan had 10 apiece for Detroit, which 
squandered a 29-20 halftime lead. The Shock shot 37 percent 
(25-of-68) and made just 1-of-12 3-pointers. 

MINNESOTA LYNX 69 
DETROIT SHOCK 78 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., May 24 (Ticker) -- Katie Smith 
finished off her former club. Smith scored 11 points and capped 
a clinching run with a 3-pointer as the Detroit Shock pulled 
away late for their first victory of the season, a 78-69 triumph 
over the Minnesota Lynx. Cheryl Ford scored 17 points to lead 
five players in double figures and grabbed 14 rebounds for 
Detroit, which lost to Indiana in their season opener but bounced 
back against Minnesota, shooting 48 percent (30-of-62) from the 
field.  A former WNBA scoring champion and an Olympian, 
Smith was acquired from Minnesota last season. She made just 
4-of-12 shots, but one was the clincher. The Lynx used a 12-6 
run and pulled within 68-64 with 4:41 remaining on a 3-pointer 
by top overall pick Seimone Augustus, who scored 15 points. 
The Shock responded with a 7-0 spurt as Ruth Riley made a pair 
of hoops before Smith drained a 3-pointer for a 75-64 advantage 
with 3:08 to go. The Lynx got no closer than the final margin. 
Riley and Swin Cash scored 14 points apiece and Deanna Nolan 
added 13, seven rebounds and six assists for Detroit, which took 
the lead for good in the third quarter. Kristen Mann and Adrian 
Williams scored 12 points each for Minnesota (0-2), which shot 
40 percent (26-of-65) and was outrebounded, 35-27. 
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DETROIT SHOCK 77 
CONNECTICUT SUN 73 (OT) 
UNCASVILLE, Conn., May 27 –Katie Smith was not interested 
in letting the Connecticut Sun continue their strong start. Smith 
hit a game-tying 3-pointer in the closing seconds of regulation 
and finished with 23 points as the Detroit Shock claimed a 77-73 
overtime victory over the Sun in a rematch of last season's 
Eastern Conference finals. Looking for a 3-0 start, Connecticut 
appeared in control after rallying from a large deficit in the first 
half. On the strength of an 8-1 run, the Sun built a 67-61 lead on 
a 3-pointer by Katie Douglas with 1:44 to play in the fourth 
quarter. One of just three teams to beat Connecticut at Mohegan 
Sun Arena last year, Detroit hung tough, forcing overtime after 
Smith hit a 3-pointer from just right of the key with 1.3 seconds 
left. In the extra session, the Shock scored the first six points to 
grab a 75-69 edge with less than two minutes remaining. The 
Sun cut that deficit to 75-73 on a runner in the lane by Douglas 
with 1:14 left, but Smith converted two free throws with less 
than a second remaining to seal the win. Smith finished 4-of-9 
from the arc and Cheryl Ford scored 18 points and grabbed 11 
rebounds for Detroit, who held a 50-33 advantage on the boards. 
Douglas had 18 points and Nykesha Sales chipped in 17 for 
Connecticut, which shot 33 percent (25-of-75). 
 

NEW YORK LIBERTY 63 
DETROIT SHOCK 64  
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., June 1 (Ticker) -- Deanna Nolan's 
layup with 1.4 seconds left capped a wild finish and gave the 
Detroit Shock their third straight win, a 64-63 victory over the 
winless New York Liberty. Swin Cash had 20 points and 12 
rebounds and Cheryl Ford added 12 and 13 for the Shock, who 
survived four lead changes and a tie in the last 24 seconds and 
defeated the Liberty for the fourth straight time. A follow shot 
by Ford gave Detroit a 59-58 lead with 24 seconds to play. Ruth 
Riley added two free throws 10 seconds later, but New York 
forged a 61-61 tie on a 3-pointer by Ashley Battle with 12 
seconds to go. Nolan drew a foul with 5.2 seconds remaining 
and split the free throws. Two foul shots by Battle gave the 
Liberty a 63-62 lead with 4.1 seconds left, setting the stage for 
Nolan, who took a pass from Cash and put in the winning shot. 
Katie Smith scored nine points and Nolan added eight and six 
assists for the Shock, who shot just 36 percent (22-of-61) from 
the field. Battle and fellow reserve Sherill Baker scored 18 
points apiece and Barbara Farris added 13 for the Liberty (0-4), 
who shot 38 percent (23-of-60). 
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DETROIT SHOCK 68 
WASHINGTON MYSTICS 92 
WASHINGTON, June 3, (Ticker) -- The Washington Mystics 
are trying to establish that they are unbeatable at home. DeLisha 
Milton scored 21 points and Alana Beard added 18 as the 
Mystics rolled to their third straight win, a 92-68 rout of the 
Detroit Shock. Chasity Melvin added 13 points for the Mystics, 
who had five players in double figures and shot 53 percent (30-
of-57) from the field. Washington has won its three home games 
by an average of 24.7 points. The Mystics bolted to a 12-5 lead 
and opened a 22-12 advantage after one period as Beard and 
Nikki Teasley scored seven points apiece. They led by at least 
seven points thereafter. An 8-0 burst that featured a technical 
foul against Shock coach Bill Laimbeer gave Washington a 44-
27 lead just before halftime. The Mystics poured it on in the 
fourth quarter and came up just three points short of their season 
high. Swin Cash scored 15 points and Deanna Nolan added 14 
for Detroit, which shot under 30 percent (20-of-67) and has lost 
two in a row following a three-game winning streak. 

DETROIT SHOCK 81 
CHICAGO SKY 66 
CHICAGO, June 4, (Ticker) -- Katie Smith kept the Chicago 
Sky looking very much like an expansion team. Smith scored 21 
points to lead a balanced attack as the Detroit Shock posted an 
81-66 victory over the Sky. Deanna Nolan added 13 points and 
Ruth Riley 12 and 14 rebounds for the Shock, who had a double-
digit lead whittled down to four early in the fourth quarter before 
they pulled away for good. In an effort to spark his team, Sky 
coach Dave Cowens and rookie Candice Dupree, Bernadette 
Ngoyisa and Deanna Jackson into the starting lineup. But the 
move failed to work as the Sky lost their fifth straight game 
since a season-opening victory at Charlotte. The Shock, who 
placed five players in double figures, shot 41 percent (27-of-66) 
and held a 44-33 rebounding advantage. Detroit has won four of 
its last five games. Amanda Lassiter scored 19 points to pace 
Chicago, which shot 34 percent (23-of-67) and made 8-of-15 3-
pointers. 
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DETROIT SHOCK 78 
LOS ANGELES SPARKS 86 
LOS ANGELES, June 7 (Ticker) -- Mwadi Mabika gave the Los 
Angeles Sparks a blast from the past in their home opener.  
Mabika scored a season-high 24 points and Lisa Leslie added 22 
and 11 rebounds to lead the Sparks to an 86-78 triumph over the 
Detroit Shock.  A key contributor on Los Angeles' championship 
squads in 2001 and 2002, Mabika has been slowed by knee 
injuries over the past two seasons. But the veteran guard was 
outstanding Wednesday, scoring 15 points in the first half and 
shooting 7-of-9 from the floor in the contest.  Leslie shot 9-of-19 
but dished out a season-high five assists and also blocked three 
shots. Temeka Johnson added a season-high 19 points and six 
assists while reserve Chamique Holdsclaw scored 13 in her 
season debut for the Sparks, who snapped a two-game skid.  
Detroit trailed by as many as 15 in the fourth quarter but drew 
within 79-75 on Swin Cash's layup with 1:37 remaining. But the 
Sparks held on down the stretch to extend their home winning 
streak against the Shock to six games.  Ruth Riley scored 19 
points and Cash added 15 for Detroit, which fell to 1-2 on its 
four-game road trip. 

DETROIT SHOCK 79 
PHOENIX MERCURY 93 
PHOENIX, June 9 (Ticker) -- Rookie Cappie Pondexter played a 
big role in helping the Phoenix Mercury get out of an early hole. 
Pondexter scored 27 points and Diana Taurasi added 22 as the 
Mercury claimed a second straight win with a 93-79 victory over 
the slumping Detroit Shock. Starting the season with four 
straight losses, Phoenix (2-4) has begun to turn its season around 
with offense, scoring at least 90 points for the second straight 
contest. The Mercury's first-round draft pick, Pondexter has 
played a major role, averaging 23.7 points to begin her career. In 
this one, the former Rutgers star shot 10-of-15 from the field 
with a pair of 3-pointers. Pondexter scored 12 points in the 
opening half to stake Phoenix to a 45-36 edge. Detroit, which 
lost for the third time in four games, got no closer than seven 
points thereafter. Kamila Vodichkova scored 18 points and 
grabbed nine rebounds for the Mercury, who overcame a 38-28 
deficit on the boards by shooting 52 percent (35-of-67). Cheryl 
Ford scored 20 points and pulled down 15 rebounds for the 
Shock, who shot just 27 percent (3-of-11) on 3-pointers and 
committed 17 turnovers. 
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INDIANA FEVER 63 
DETROIT SHOCK 71 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., June 16 (Ticker) – Cheryl Ford had 
her way down low. Ford had 15 points and 18 rebounds as the 
Detroit Shock posted a 71-63 victory over the Indiana Fever. 
Katie Smith scored 13 points and Swin Cash added 12 for the 
Shock, who took control of the game in the third quarter en route 
to improving to 3-0 at home. Sparked by Ford's physical 
presence down low, the Shock garnered a 44-27 rebounding 
advantage. Detroit had a 13-1 cushion on the boards in the 
decisive third quarter. Holding a 46-44 lead, the Shock used a 9-
0 surge to take control. Smith capped the burst with a 3-pointer 
with 1:50 remaining in the third. Named to WNBA's All-Decade 
Team earlier this week, Tamika Catchings struggled the entire 
night for Indiana. The forward scored just three points on 1-of-
10 shooting. Tamika Whitmore scored 19 points and Anna 
DeForge 15 for Indiana, which was denied its second three-game 
winning streak of the season. The Fever shot just 34 percent (21-
of-62).  
 

HOUSTON COMETS 55 
DETROIT SHOCK 71 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., June 17 (Ticker) – Deanna Nolan and 
Cheryl Ford were all over the court for the Detroit Shock. Nolan 
had a season-high 20 points, nine rebounds and seven assists and 
Ford added a double-double with 18 points and 12 rebounds as 
the Shock coasted to a 71-55 victory over the Houston Comets.  
The All-Star duo combined to shoot 15-of-29 from the field and 
make all six of their free throws for Detroit, which won back-to-
back home games after coming off a 1-3 road swing.  The Shock 
held a 14-point lead at the start of the second quarter and pushed 
it to 34-16 on consecutive baskets by Swin Cash and Katie 
Smith with 2:15 remaining in the first half. Houston pulled 
within 49-40 with just over eight minutes left in the fourth 
period, but Nolan and Ford combined to score the next 11 points 
for Detroit to rebuild a double-figure advantage. Ruth Riley 
scored 10 points and Cash added nine for the Shock, who shot 
42 percent (29-of-68) overall despite making just 2-of-12 on 3-
pointers. Sheryl Swoopes collected 18 points and eight rebounds 
and Tina Thompson scored 16 for Houston, which shot 30 
percent (18-of-59), falling to 1-1 on its three-game road trip. 
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DETROIT SHOCK 86 
CHARLOTTE STING 74 
CHARLOTTE, N.C., June 22 (Ticker) – Cheryl Ford scored a 
career-high 24 points to pace a balanced attack and lead the 
Detroit Shock to an 86-74 victory over the Charlotte Sting. Ford 
was 9-of-16 from the field and added 14 rebounds for her 
seventh double-double of the season. Despite committing 21 
turnovers, Detroit (7-4) never trailed and jumped out to a 23-8 
lead. Charlotte (2-9) cut the deficit to 42-38 at the half and 
pulled within 60-58 with just under nine minutes to play on a 
pair of free throws by Kelly Mazzante.  After Mazzante's free 
throws, the Shock went on a 10-2 run capped by a 3-pointer by 
Deanna Nolan to push the lead back to 70-60 with seven minutes 
left. Katie Smith scored 16 points, Nolan had 14 and Swin Cash 
and Ruth Riley added 10 each for Detroit. Tangela Smith and 
Tammy Sutton-Brown each scored 18 points and Mazzante had 
17 off the bench for the Sting, who were outrebounded, 39-24. 
 

WASHINGTON MYSTICS 86 
DETROIT SHOCK 92 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., June 24 (Ticker) – Swin Cash helped 
the Detroit Shock notch another home win while continuing the 
Washington Mystics' road woes. Cash scored 19 points and 
Detroit remained unbeaten at home this season with a 92-86 
victory over Washington.  Detroit (8-4) improved to 5-0 at home 
with the win and used a balanced scoring attack to get it. Cash 
was 9-of-15 from the field and added six rebounds and five 
assists. Deanna Nolan and Cheryl Ford each had 18 points, Katie 
Smith added 17 and a career-high nine assists and Ruth Riley 
scored 10 points for the Shock.  Washington (7-5) led 72-71 
with 5:18 to go but could not hold on and dropped to 1-5 on the 
road and have lost two straight overall.  Nolan sparked a 10-2 
run by scoring five points as Detroit took a 82-73 lead with 2:27 
to play. Washington got no closer than five the rest of the way.  
Alana Beard scored 18 of her 20 points in the second half and 
Nikki Teasley had 16 for the Mystics. 
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CHARLOTTE STING 61 
DETROIT SHOCK 71 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., June 25 (Ticker) -- All it took for the 
Detroit Shock to recover from an awful quarter was a big half 
from Deanna Nolan. Nolan scored 20 of her 26 points in the 
second half as the Shock extended their winning streak to a 
season-high five games with a 71-61 triumph over the Charlotte 
Sting. Swin Cash and Cheryl Ford added 13 points apiece for the 
Shock, who improved to 6-0 at home and have won 13 in a row 
at The Palace of Auburn Hills dating to last season. The Shock 
were able to continue their winning ways at home despite 
scoring just five points on 2-of-16 shooting in the second 
quarter. They also committed six turnovers in the period that 
ended with the Sting holding a 35-26 lead. Nolan was able to 
rally the Shock, scoring 13 points in the third quarter, when 
Detroit made 10-of-17 shots in the period and pulled even at 51-
51 heading into the final 10 minutes.  Nolan again was the 
driving force in the fourth quarter as she scored seven points in a 
10-0 surge to start the period that gave the Shock the lead for 
good. Tammy Sutton-Brown scored 15 points and Monique 
Currie 12 for Charlotte (2-11), which lost its season-high sixth 
straight game. 

DETROIT SHOCK 63 
SAN ANTONIO SILVER STARS 59 
SAN ANTONIO, June 27 (Ticker) -- Cheryl Ford was not 
about to let the Detroit Shock's winning streak end. Ford 
collected 22 points and 19 rebounds as the Shock extended 
their winning streak to six games with a 63-59 triumph over 
the San Antonio Silver Stars. Swin Cash added 13 points and 
Plenette Pierson 10 for the Shock, whose winning streak is 
their longest since an eight-game run during their 
championship season in 2003. Ford was a major reason the 
Shock continued their winning ways. The fourth-year forward 
made 9-of-16 shots and helped Detroit to a 43-34 advantage 
on the boards. Deanna Nolan, who scored 20 points in the 
second half of Sunday's win over Charlotte, made a clutch 
play in this one, converting a three-point play with 5.1 seconds 
left to give Detroit the final margin. Sophia Young scored 16 
points and Agnieszka Bibrzycka added 15 for San Antonio, 
which has lost a season-high four straight games. 
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DETROIT SHOCK 56 
INDIANA FEVER 66 
INDIANAPOLIS, June 29 (Ticker) -- Behind Tamika Catchings, the 
Indiana Fever continued their home winning streak while ending the 
Detroit Shock's winning streak.  Catchings had 17 points, 13 rebounds, 
seven assists and a key block down the stretch as the Fever rallied for a 
66-56 victory over the Shock, who had their six-game run snapped. 
Tamika Whitmore scored 22 points for the Fever (12-5), who overcame 
a nine-point second quarter to improve to 7-0 at Conseco Fieldhouse. 
Indiana won despite shooting just 37 percent (22-of-60) from the floor.  
A basket by Catchings gave the Fever the lead for good at 44-42 lead 
with 8:35 left. She added a short jumper to extend the advantage to 55-
48 with 3:16 to play.  The margin was still seven points when Detroit's 
Deanna Nolan drove to the basket and had her shot swatted by 
Catchings, who saved the ball from going out of bounds and started a 
fast break that resulted in Tan White's 3-pointer that made it 60-50 with 
1:10 remaining. Anna DeForge scored 11 points and Ebony Hoffman 
grabbed 10 rebounds for Indiana, which held a 35-27 advantage on the 
glass.  Ruth Riley scored 14 points and Nolan added 12 for the Shock, 
who shot 41 percent (24-of-59). Cheryl Ford, who leads the WNBA 
with nine double-doubles, was held to eight points and nine rebounds. 
After its poor second quarter, Indiana trailed, 32-25, at halftime. But the 
Fever limited the Shock to nine points in the third period to close to 41-
40 entering the final period. 
 

CONNECTICUT SUN 64 
DETROIT SHOCK 70 
UNCASVILLE, Conn., June 30 (Ticker) -- Katie Smith spurns 
the Sun, again. Smith scored 21 points and hit four free throws 
in the final 15 seconds to lift the Detroit Shock over the 
Connecticut Sun, 70-64, for the second time this season at 
Mohegan Sun Arena.  With the Shock trailing, 60-58, former 
Connecticut Huskie Swin Cash connected on two back-to-back 
three-point plays to give the Shock a 64-62 lead with 1:34 left.  
Sun guard Lindsay Whalen tied the game at 64 with two free 
throws, but Deanna Nolan answered with a jumper to give 
Detroit the advantage with 27 seconds remaining. After Whalen 
turned the ball over, Smith hit two free throws with 15 seconds 
left and two more nine seconds later to seal the victory.  Cash 
scored 15 points and grabbed six boards and Nolan added 11 and 
four assists for Detroit, which shot 80 percent (16-20) from the 
free-throw line. The Shock held the Sun to a season-low 33 
percent shooting (22-for-66) and won their third straight road 
game. Asjha Jones connected for 16 points and Katie Douglas 
added 15 for Connecticut, which lost for only the second time at 
home this season. Nykesha Sales went 1-for-9 from the floor, 
scoring a season-low three points for the Sun, who lost for only 
the second time in their last six. 
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PHOENIX MERCURY 91 
DETROIT SHOCK 76 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan, July 6 (Ticker) -- The last time the Detroit 
Shock lost at home, Cappie Pondexter was still in college.  The Shock 
had their 13-game home winning streak unceremoniously stopped by the 
Phoenix Mercury, who received a WNBA rookie record 35 points from 
Pondexter in a 91-76 victory.  Detroit won its last seven home games a 
year ago and its first six this year. The Shock lost at home for the first 
time since July 17, 2005 vs. Indiana. Third in the league in scoring at 
21.7 points per game, Pondexter eclipsed her previous high of 30 points 
done in consecutive games early last month. She made 12-of-19 shots - 
including 4-of-6 3-pointers - as she controlled the entire game. In ending 
a three-game slide, the Mercury never trailed after the opening minute. 
Pondexter scored four points in an 11-3 run that opened a 20-11 lead and 
drained a 3-pointer to cap a 9-0 surge and widen the advantage to 40-24 
with 3:51 left in the second quarter. Phoenix continued to extend the 
margin and opened an 84-57 bulge on a 3-pointer by Kelly Miller with 
8:29 remaining. The Mercury blew a 17-point lead in Sunday's home 
loss to Washington but easily held on against Detroit. Miller scored 14 
points and Diana Taurasi added 13 for the Mercury, who shot 45 percent 
(34-of-75). Deanna Nolan scored 15 points and Plenette Pierson added 
14 for the Shock, who shot 41 percent (29-of-70). 
 

DETROIT SHOCK 92 
MINNESOTA LYNX 80 
MINNEAPOLIS, July 7 (Ticker) -- The Detroit Shock keep 
rolling along.  Swin Cash scored 19 points as the Shock defeated 
the Minnesota Lynx, 92-80, for their seventh victory in their last 
eight games. Kedra Holland-Corn scored 15, and Cheryl Ford 
added 14 and nine rebounds for the Shock, who bounced back 
nicely after their first home loss of the season to Phoenix on 
Thursday.  Holding a 19-18 lead after one quarter, the Shock 
outscored the Lynx, 31-13, in the second period as Ford scored 
seven points. Cash scored six in a 0-0 run that gave Detroit a 45-
28 lead with 2:41 remaining.  Rookie Seimone Augustus scored 
26 points and Svetlana Abrosimova added 12 for the Lynx, who 
have lost six of seven and are sitting in last place in the Western 
Conference.  Katie Smith, a five-time All-Star traded by 
Minnesota to Detroit on July 30, 2005, returned for the first time 
since the deal and scored 11 points. 



2006 Detroit Shock Playoff Guide – 81 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DETROIT SHOCK 66  
HOUSTON COMETS 60 
HOUSTON, July 9 (Ticker) -- The Detroit Shock took 
advantage of curious decision by Houston Comets coach Van 
Chancellor. Ruth Riley scored 16 points as the Shock built a big 
lead before holding on for a 66-60 victory over the struggling 
Comets.  All-Star Deanna Nolan added 11 points for the Shock 
(13-6), who head into the midseason break one game behind 
first-place Connecticut in the Eastern Conference. Riley scored 
10 points in the first half, helping the Comets build a 42-30 lead. 
The advantage grew to 50-32 with 4:48 left in the third quarter 
on a basket by Nolan. But the Comets rallied behind Mistie 
Williams, who scored all 12 of her points after halftime. All-Star 
Sheryl Swoopes made a jumper with 36 seconds remaining to 
pull the Comets within 64-60. Chancellor, who has guided the 
Comets to four WNBA titles, elected to not to foul on the 
Shock's ensuing possession. The decision backfired as Katie 
Smith converted  layup with 16 seconds left to seal things. 
Detroit shot 48 percent (27-of-56) from the field and held a 32-
25 rebounding advantage. Swoopes scored 14 points to pace the 
Comets, who played without All-Star and leading scorer Tina 
Thompson (calf).  Houston (12-9) heads into the break in the 
midst of a season-high three-game losing streak. 

SAN ANTONIO SILVER STARS 67  
DETROIT SHOCK 77 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., July 16 (Ticker) -- Not even a week-
long layoff could stop the winning ways of the Detroit Shock.  
Swin Cash scored four of her 13 points during an early fourth-
quarter spurt as the Shock extended their winning streak to three 
games with a 77-67 victory over the San Antonio Silver Stars.  
With the game tied at 55-55 after three quarters, Cash made a 
layup and a short hook shot, and assisted on three other baskets 
as the Shock opened the fourth with a 13-4 run. Cash scored her 
second basket of the spurt with 5:37 remaining and set up All-
Star Katie Smith for a 3-pointer 19 seconds later for a 68-59 
edge.  The Silver Stars, who lost for the third straight time, got 
no closer than eight points thereafter.  Cheryl Ford, who had 13 
points in the Eastern Conference's surprising first win in 
Wednesday's All-Star Game, scored 20 points and grabbed 17 
rebounds. Fellow All-Star Deanna Nolan bounced back from an 
ankle injury in the second quarter to score 16 points.  Smith hit 
three 3-pointers en route to a 15-point performance for Detroit, 
which overcame 37 percent (28-for-75) shooting by holding a 
51-32 advantage on the boards.  Agnieszka Bibrzycka scored 14 
points despite 4-of-13 shooting and Katie Feenstra, who was 
born in nearby Grand Rapids, added 13 off the bench.  
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CHARLOTTE STING 73 
DETROIT SHOCK 67 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., July 19 (Ticker) -- Not even a trip to 
the Motor City could derail the Charlotte Sting.  Sheri Sam and 
Tangela Smith each scored 15 points as the Sting captured their 
third straight win with a 73-67 victory over the Detroit Shock.  
Struggling on the road all season, Charlotte jumped out to an 
outstanding start and held on to claim just its second victory in 
11 games away from home. The Sting had previously lost their 
last five meetings here, including a 71-61 setback on June 25.  
Sam scored the opening five points of the game and combined 
with Smith to give Charlotte a 12-2 lead more than 3 1/2 minutes 
into the contest.  Detroit, which lost for just the second time in 
nine home games, managed to tie the score at 16-16 early in the 
second quarter but managed to grab the lead only three times -- 
each time by a single point -- from there.  A three-point play by 
Cheryl Ford did pull the Shock within 59-58, with 4:28 left in 
the fourth, but the Sting converted 10-of-14 free throws down 
the stretch to seal the win.  Rookie Monique Currie scored 14 
points and Tammy Sutton-Brown added 11 and a season-high 12 
rebounds for Charlotte, which last won at the Palace of Auburn 
Hills on July 3, 2003.  Plenette Pierson scored 19 points off the 
bench, and Ford chipped in 14 for Detroit, which had a three-
game winning streak snapped. 

LOS ANGELES SPARKS 59 
DETROIT SHOCK 73 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., July 21 (Ticker) -- The Detroit Shock 
cooled off the red-hot Los Angeles Sparks.  Swin Cash scored 
18 points as the Shock snapped the Sparks' six-game winning 
streak with a 73-59 victory, their fourth triumph in the last five 
games.  All-Star Deanna Nolan collected 13 points, eight 
rebounds and six assists for Detroit (15-7), which has won 11 of 
its last 14 games. Cheryl Ford picked up her 11th double-double 
of the season, collecting 13 points and 11 rebounds for the 
Shock, who improved to 8-2 at home.  The Shock took control 
early, using a 17-4 run to end the first quarter and build a 23-10 
lead. Detroit opened a 32-14 bulge on a 3-pointer by Kedra 
Holland-Corn with 5:58 remaining in the second quarter.  The 
Sparks closed to 55-52 on a basket by Lisa Leslie with 6:05 left 
before the Shock responded with a 14-6 spurt capped by Cash's 
bucket that made it 69-58 with 1:06 to go.  Leslie, who was held 
to two points in the second half and finished with 10 points and 
11 rebounds for Los Angeles (19-6), which dropped to 9-2 
against Eastern Conference opponents. Chamique Holdsclaw 
added 20 points for the Sparks, who shot 35 percent (23-of-65) 
from the floor. 
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CHICAGO SKY 70 
DETROIT SHOCK 89 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan, July 22 (Ticker) -- Katie Smith 
moved into elite company in the WNBA record book.  Smith 
collected her 4,000th career point and Swin Cash had 17 points, 
seven rebounds and six assists as the Detroit Shock coasted to an 
89-70 victory over the expansion Chicago Sky.  Smith, who 
scored 16 points, became just the fourth player in league history 
to reach the 4,000-point plateau. The 5-11 All-Star trails Los 
Angeles' Lisa Leslie and the Houston Comets' duo of Sheryl 
Swoopes and Tina Thompson on the all-time scoring list.  The 
Shock pulled away early and never looked back as Cash scored 
13 points in the first quarter to help build a 24-9 lead after the 
opening eight minutes. Chicago failed to mount a challenge in 
the final three periods, trailing by as many as 22 points at one 
stage.  Deanna Nolan scored 16 points and fellow All-Star 
Cheryl Ford had 11 and nine rebounds for the Shock, who shot 
50 percent (32-of-63) from the field while making 7-of-16 3-
pointers.  Stacey Dales and Stacey Lovelace-Tolbert scored 12 
points apiece for Chicago, which shot 36 percent (28-of-77) and 
fell to 1-11 on the road. The Sky have now dropped six straight 
games. 

SACRAMENTO MONARCHS 71 
DETROIT SHOCK 91 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., July 26 (Ticker) -- Cheryl Ford and 
the Detroit Shock capitalized on their hot start.  Ford collected 
24 points and 11 rebounds as the surging Shock posted a 91-71 
victory over the Sacramento Monarchs.  Katie Smith scored 20 
points and Deanna Nolan 14 for the Shock (17-7), who won for 
the fifth time in six contests to pull within 1 1/2 games of first-
place Connecticut in the Eastern Conference.  After a tight first 
quarter ended with the Shock holding a one-point lead, they 
caught fire in second by making 10-of-11 shots to build a 50-41 
halftime lead.  Ford scored 14 points and Smith 12 in the 
opening half, when the Shock shot 63 percent (19-of-30). Detroit 
cooled down a bit in the second half and shot 56 percent (34-of-
61) overall.  Ford made 10-of-13 shots and swiped six offensive 
rebounds to help the Shock to a 33-30 edge on the glass.  A 3-
pointer by Nicole Powell with 5:02 left in third quarter pulled 
the Monarchs within 54-52. But Smith answered 32 seconds 
later with a shot from the arc to trigger a 12-3 surge that allowed 
the Shock to rebuild the lead to double digits. Powell scored 14 
points and Rebekkah Brunson added 13 for the Monarchs, who 
shot just 37 percent (26-of-70) in losing for the second time in 
their last nine games. 
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DETROIT SHOCK 77 
SEATTLE STORM 67 
SEATTLE (Ticker) -- Deanna Nolan and Cheryl Ford delivered 
the 1-2 punch to help the Detroit Shock keep a good thing going.  
Nolan scored 23 points and Ford added 18 with 18 rebounds as 
the Shock posted their fourth straight win, a 77-67 triumph over 
the Seattle Storm in their first meeting of the season.  After 
clinching a playoff spot Tuesday, Detroit won for the 14th time 
in 17 contests after splitting its first eight games. The Shock 
ended a three-game slide against the Storm and extended their 
road winning streak to four.  Nolan scored 10 points in the 
second quarter and combined with Ford for 13 of Detroit's final 
15 points of the first half for a 46-39 advantage at the break.  
Ruth Riley opened the second half by hitting a 16-foot jumper 
and Swin Cash made a layup to cap a 13-3 run bridging the 
second and third quarters, giving the Shock their largest lead, 
50-39.  Despite scoring just 11 points in the third quarter, Seattle 
got within 64-59 when Ashley Robinson sank a jumper with 
4:13 remaining. However, Cash and Ford followed with layups 
to help Detroit pull away.  Tiffani Johnson scored a career-high 
15 points, Barbara Turner added 13 and Robinson grabbed a 
career-best 13 rebounds for the Storm, who were outrebounded, 
41-32, Seattle lost forward Lauren Jackson in the second quarter 
with plantar fasciitis and guard Betty Lennox in the third with 
pain in her right knee. 

DETROIT SHOCK 61 
SACRAMENTO MONARCHS 94 
SACRAMENTO, Calif., July 30 (Ticker) -- Rebekkah Brunson 
helped give the Detroit Shock quite a jolt. Brunson came off the 
bench to score 18 points as the Sacramento Monarchs rebounded 
from a disappointing road trip with an impressive 94-61 rout of the 
Shock.  Yolanda Griffith scored all 13 of her points in the first half 
and Erin Buescher added 12 for the Monarchs (17-11), who were 
returning home following an 0-3 road trip. The trek included a 91-
71 thrashing at Detroit on Wednesday.  The Monarchs turned the 
tables in this one, taking control of the game with a huge second 
quarter, when they outscored the Shock, 24-6, to build a 45-27 
halftime lead.  Griffith scored nine points and Brunson six in the 
period to pace the Monarchs. Brunson made 7-of-9 shots in 23 
minutes. The Shock made just 2-of-16 shots and committed five of 
their 21 turnovers in the second quarter.  DeMya Walker added 11 
points for the Monarchs, who extended their lead to 67-40 after 
three quarters. They led by as many as 37 points in the final period 
en route to their sixth straight home win. Sacramento shot 48 
percent (31-of-65) in remaining 5 1/2 games behind first-place Los 
Angeles in the Western Conference. Deanna Nolan and Cheryl Ford 
scored 12 points apiece for Detroit (18-8), which shot just 28 
percent (17-of-61) and fell 2 1/2 games behind first-place 
Connecticut in the East. 
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INDIANA FEVER 66 
DETROIT SHOCK 70 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., Aug. 1 (Ticker) -- The Detroit Shock and 
Indiana Fever appear headed for a first-round postseason showdown.  
Ruth Riley did what she could to make sure the Shock have home-court 
advantage.  Riley's go-ahead jumper with 2:37 to play lifted the Shock 
to their fifth win in six games, a 70-66 victory over the Fever, who lost 
a crucial game in the Eastern Conference standings. Kara Braxton 
scored a season-high 16 points off the bench and Swin Cash and Katie 
Smith added 12 apiece for the Shock (19-8), who moved 2 1/2 games 
ahead of the Fever (17-11) in the East.  Detroit is in second place and 
Indiana sits third. The second- and third-place teams meet in the 
opening round of the postseason, and the teams split the four-game 
season series.  Riley scored just six points, but her last two were critical. 
She sank a jumper to give the Shock a 65-64 lead.  Cash added a free 
throw at the 1:13 mark and Smith sank a pair from the line for a 68-64 
lead with 24 seconds to go. A jumper by Anna DeForge halved the 
deficit, but Smith made two more foul shots to close the scoring.  
Deanna Nolan had nine points, seven rebounds and six assists for the 
Shock, who shot 39 percent (23-of-59) from the field and held a 38-32 
rebounding advantage. Cheryl Ford swept 10 boards.  Tamika 
Catchings scored 22 points and Tamika Whitmore added 21 for the 
Fever, who shot 40 percent (25-of-62).  Indiana made 10-of-10 free 
throws while Detroit sank 20-of-29. 

DETROIT SHOCK 67 
NEW YORK LIBERTY 75 
NEW YORK, August 3 (Ticker) -- Barbara Farris and Ashley 
Battle were determined to prevent the Detroit Shock from 
reaching a milestone. Farris scored 17 points and Battle added 
13 as the New York Liberty posted their fourth win in five 
games, a 75-67 triumph over the Shock.  Avenging a 64-63 loss 
to Detroit on June 1, New York kept the Shock from recording 
their 20th victory for the second time in franchise history and 
first since 2003, when they won the league championship.  
Detroit (19-9) lost for just the fifth time in 20 games after 
splitting its first eight and fell 3 1/2 games behind Connecticut 
(23-6) in the race for first place in the Eastern Conference.  
Farris scored 10 of her points in the third quarter, including six 
in a row, to spark the Liberty's 21-4 run that resulted in a 63-43 
lead with 10 seconds remaining in period.  Shameka Christon 
scored 12 points and Cathrine Kraayeveld added 10 with a 
career-high 12 rebounds for the Liberty, who had a 39-34 
rebounding edge.  Swin Cash made 7-of-11 shots and scored 17 
points, Cheryl Ford added 14 and Kedra Holland-Corn 13 for the 
Shock, which slipped to 8-7 on the road. 
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DETROIT SHOCK 76 
CHICAGO SKY 49 
CHICAGO, August 4 (Ticker) -- Cheryl Ford and Plenette 
Pierson provided an early jolt for the Detroit Shock.  Ford and 
Pierson led a first-quarter surge as the Shock coasted to a 76-49 
victory over the hapless Chicago Sky.  Behind Ford and Pierson, 
who scored 15 points apiece, the Shock (20-9) won for the 
eighth time in 12 games to pull within three of first-place 
Connecticut in the Eastern Conference. Detroit has five games 
left.  The Shock left little doubt against the league's worst team 
by scoring the game's first 17 points. Deanna Nolan and Ford 
scored seven points apiece in the quarter that ended with the 
Shock holding a 29-6 advantage.  In the first quarter, the Sky 
made just 1-of-14 shots. Candice Dupree scored five of the Sky's 
six points in the period.  Nolan added 12 points for Detroit, 
which improved to 7-0 in the second end of back-to-back games.  
Leading 49-19 at halftime, Detroit extended its margin to 66-27 
following three quarters.  Stacey Lovelace-Tolbert scored 10 
points to lead Chicago (4-25), which shot 28 percent (15-of-54) 
and committed 23 turnovers. 

NEW YORK LIBERTY 53 
DETROIT SHOCK 65 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., August 6 (Ticker) -- After Thursday's 
upset loss, the Detroit Shock wanted some revenge on the New 
York Liberty. Cheryl Ford tied a career high with 24 points as 
the Shock sped to a big first-quarter lead en route to a 65-53 
victory over the Liberty. Detroit (21-9) won for the fifth time in 
seven games but remained three games behind first-place 
Connecticut (24-6) in the Eastern Conference. The top two clubs 
in the East get home-court advantage in the first round of the 
playoffs. Detroit was upended, 75-67, at New York on Thursday 
but raced to a 23-6 lead after one quarter. New York shot 18 
percent (3-of-16) from the field with eight turnovers in the 
period. Ford also converted a career-high 12 free throws in 14 
attempts. Katie Smith added 12 points and Deanna Nolan 10 for 
Detroit. Loree Moore and Sherill Bakerscored 10 points apiece 
for the Liberty (9-21), who had won five of their last six games. 
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SEATTLE STORM 81 
DETROIT SHOCK 79 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan, Aug. 8 (Ticker) -- The Seattle 
Storm clinched a playoff berth the hard way. After blowing a 25-
point second-half lead, the Storm recovered for an 81-79 victory 
over the Detroit Shock as Lauren Jackson scored the game-
winning basket with 10.2 seconds to play. Seattle has won four 
straight games. After a terrific first half, the Storm opened their 
largest lead at 56-31 when Iziane Castro Marques began the 
third quarter with a 3-pointer. But the Shock closed to 66-58 
entering the fourth quarter and kept coming in the final period. A 
3-pointer by Katie Smith gave Detroit a 76-75 lead with 2:53 left 
and positioned the Shock for the biggest comeback in WNBA 
history. However, baskets by Sue Bird and Jackson gave the 
Storm a 79-76 lead wth 1:08 remaining. A basket by Cheryl 
Ford and a free throw by Swin Cash pulled Detroit into a 79-79 
tie with 31 seconds to play. Jackson, who had 18 points and five 
blocks, answered with a driving layup. Detroit had a chance to 
tie, but Deanna Nolan missed a difficult layup with just under 
five seconds to go and Seattle ran out the clock. Bird had 24 
points and five steals for the Storm, who moved one game ahead 
of Houston into third place in the Western Conference. Smith 
scored 25 points, Nolan added 22 and Ford 12 and 17 rebounds 
for the Shock (21-10), who are just one game ahead of Indiana in 
the race for second place in the East. 
 

CHICAGO SKY 48 
DETROIT SHOCK 82 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., Aug. 10 (Ticker) -- Deanna Nolan 
scored 18 of her 22 points in the first half as the Detroit Shock 
cruised to an 82-48 triumph over the expansion Chicago Sky. It 
was the eighth victory in the last 11 games for Detroit (22-10), 
which owns a two-game lead over the Indiana Fever (20-12) for 
second place in the Eastern Conference. The Shock can clinch 
second place - and home-court advantage in the first round of the 
playoffs - with one more victory or a loss by the Fever. Each 
team has two games left. Detroit reserve Kara Braxton collected 
13 points and a career-high 12 rebounds off the bench to register 
her first career double-double. Kedra-Holland Corn added 11 
points and seven assists off the bench for the Shock, who 
knocked down a franchise-record 11 3-pointers. The Shock 
opened the second quarter with a whopping 29-0 run to pull 
away. Nolan scored eight points during the run and highlighted 
the outburst with a pair of 3-pointers. Chicago finally ended 
Detroit's outrageous surge with 1:04 remaining in the first half, 
when Bernadette Ngoyisa converted a layup to draw the Sky 
within 45-18. Rookie Candice Dupree scored 12 points and 
Ngoyisa added 11 off the bench for Chicago (4-28), which has 
lost 14 of its last 15 games. 
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DETROIT SHOCK 66 
WASHINGTON MYSTICS 78 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 11 (Ticker) -- While the Washington 
Mystics are locked into the fourth seed in the Eastern 
Conference playoffs, they still were in no mood for the Detroit 
Shock to benefit at their expense. DeLisha Milton-Jones scored 
23 points and Alana Beard added 21 as the Mystics rallied for a 
78-66 victory over the Shock. With a win, Detroit (22-11) could 
have secured the second seed in the East. The Shock still can 
wrap up home-court advantage in the first round with a win over 
Connecticut on Sunday or one more loss by Indiana (21-12), 
which beat Connecticut earlier Friday. Meanwhile, the Mystics 
(18-15) already were locked into a first-round matchup with the 
Sun but set a franchise record for victories, snapping the 
previous mark set in 2002. Washington rallied from a 16-point 
first-half deficit thanks to a big third quarter from Milton-Jones, 
who scored 12 points as the Mystics outscored the Shock, 24-11. 
Beard sealed the win with a steal and a layup with 1:20 to play 
that gave Washington a 72-63 lead. Nakia Sanford had 11 points 
and 12 rebounds and Nikki Teasley scored 10 points for the 
Mystics, who won despite shooting under 43 percent (27-of-63) 
and committing 16 turnovers. Katie Smith and Deanna Nolan 
scored 12 points apiece to pace Detroit, which shot only 35 
percent (26-of-73) and was outrebounded, 41-33. 

CONNECTICUT SUN 65 
DETROIT SHOCK  88 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich., Aug. 13 (Ticker) -- Deanna Nolan 
helped the Detroit Shock lock up home-court advantage for the 
first round of the playoffs. Nolan scored 19 points as the Shock 
routed the Connecticut Sun, 88-65, in the regular-season finale 
for both teams. Katie Smith added 18 points for Detroit (23-11), 
which secured the second seed in the Eastern Conference. The 
Shock will play the third-seeded Indiana Fever in the first round. 
Shock center Cheryl Ford grabbed 12 rebounds to give her a 
league-record 363 on the year. Detroit jumped out to a 26-10 
lead after the first quarter and led comfortable thereafter against 
Connecticut, which did not have the services of star players 
Lindsay Whalen and Katie Douglas.  Taj McWilliams-Franklin 
scored 13 points to pace the Sun (26-8), who already had 
secured home-court advantage throughout the playoffs. The two-
time reigning Eastern Conference champions will play the 
fourth-seeded Washington Mystics in the first round.  


